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Alumni Notes
D The Honorable Leroy J. Contie,
Jr. has joined the United States
Court of Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit . Before his appointment to
the federal appellate bench, Judge
Contie was 28th district judge
for the Northern District of Ohio.
He moved to that post in 1971
after having served for two years
as judge on the Court of Common Pleas in Stark County , Ohio.
Previously he had been on the
Stark County Board of Elections
for four years and had served
as City Solicitor in his native
Canton, Ohio , for four terms from
1951-60. Judge Contie was elected
Chairman of the Charter Commission of the City of Canton in 1962 .
In his new position on the
Court of Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit Judge Contie, who
received his J.D . from Michigan
in 1948, will join two other Michigan Law alumni already serving
as judges on that court. They
are Judge Albert J. Engel of the
class of 1950 and Judge Cornelia
Groefsema Kennedy of the class
of 1947.

D Glenn E. Mencer, J.D . '52 ,
was sworn into office as judge on
the United States District Court
for the Western District of Pennsylvania this April. Judge Mencer
came to the Law School after having earned a BBA from Michigan
in 1949 and having served in the
Infantry Division of the United
States Army in the Second World
War .
After his Law School graduation , Judge Mencer practiced law
as a sole practitioner in Eldred,
Pennsylvania for over ten years.
During that period he also
became District Attorney of
McKean County. He served as
presiding judge of the fortyeighth judicial district of Pennsylvania from 1964 until 1970 at
32
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which time he joined the Commonwealth Court of
Pennsylvania . He continued on
that court until he was nominated
by President Reagan to his new
post on the federal judiciary .

D Judge John W. Potter, who
recently joined the bench in the
United States District Court for
the Northern District of Ohio,
was one of the Michigan law students whose careers were
interrupted by World War II. He
came to the Law School in 1940,
but soon , in his words ,
" exchanged moot court and La w
Review for close order drill and
cannoneer's hop. The army , pursuant to standard operating
procedure , considered my legal
background and put me in the
field artillery ." Since then, Judge
Potter has put his legal education
to many more fruitful uses.
Returning to complete his JD in
1946, Potter was senior editor of
the Mi chigan La w Review . He was
admitted to the Ohio Bar in 1947
and entered practice . He became
a partner in the firm of Boxell,
Bebout, Torbet & Potter, as well
as mayor of the city of Toledo . In
that office he was instrumental
in downtown redevelopment and
renewal projects .
Judge Potter comes to his present position on the federal bench
from long service as judge of the
Sixth Appellate District of Ohio .
He was first elected to that court
in 1969 and was reelected without
opposition in 1974 and 1980. He
was presiding judge on that court
for two four-year terms .
Judge Potter has also served by
assignment on the Supreme Court
of the State of Ohio . He was cited
by the Ohio Supreme Court in
1973 for outstanding judicial service . Three of his judicial
opinions have been highlighted
by West Publishing Company;
one of them was also noted both

Leroy J. Co11t ie , Jr .

Gle1111 E. Mencer

John W. Potter
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in the American Bar Association
Journal and in the Insurance
Counsel Journal.

Gle11 11 E. Kelley

/oh11 A . Nordberg

D Serving as a justice on the
Supreme Court of Minnesota is
Glenn E. Kelley of the Michigan
Law School class of 1948 . A native
of Nebraska, Justice Kelley came
to Michigan after service in the
United States Army Air Force in
the second World War.
After graduation, Justice Kelley
practiced law for twenty-one
years with the firm of Alderson,
Catherwood , Kelley, & Ondov in
Austin , Minnesota. He was
appointed to the district court,
which is a court of general trial
jurisdiction in Minnesota , in
1969. In 1981, he was appointed
to the Supreme Court of Minnesota .
Last spring, Justice Kelley
wrote that he was enjoying the
new challenges presented by his
appointment to the state Supreme
Court, noting "I find it considerably different from work on the
trial bench ." Finding work on the
appellate court more " cloistered"
and " collegial," Justice Kelley
confessed, " I miss trial work ...
because I enjoyed the interaction
between lawyers , witnesses,
jurors , and other court personnel.
Nevertheless , I ... sincerely hope
I can contribute to a continuance
of the e cellent reputation the
Supreme Court of Minnesota has
enjoyed over the past years ."
D Last fall Robert L. Knauss of
the class of 1957 formally became
dean of the University of Houston
Law Center. At that time he was
also awarded the title of Distinguished University Professor.
Before coming to Houston , Dean
Knauss was a visiting professor
holding a joint appointment at
Vermont Law School and at the
Tuck School of Business Administration a t Dartmouth College.
Until 1979, he was dean of the Law
School at Vanderbilt University .

I

Dean Knauss remains in close
contact with the Michigan Law
School both as a scholar and as a
parent . His son Robert completed
his J.D. at Michigan in 1979, followed closely by another son
Charles who graduated in 1981.
Dean Knauss is co-author with
Michigan Professor Alfred F. Conard and with Stanley Siegel of a
widely used casebook on Enterprise Organization. His most
recent publication, an article entitled " Corporate Governance-A
Moving Target, " appeared in the
Michigan La w Review in 1981 .
D Last May , John A. N ordberg
was sworn in as federal district
judge for the Northern District of
illinois. A 1950 graduate of the
Law School, Judge Nordberg was
assistant editor of the La w Review
while at Michigan . Before
assuming his present position ,
Judge Nordberg was Judge of the
Circuit Court of Cook County,
and was assigned as trial judge to
the Law Division for four years .
Before that he served as an arbitrator for the American
Arbitration Association, as a
Magistrate of the Circuit Court of
Cook County, and as a Justice of
the Peace of Niles Township .
He coordinated some of those
activities with practice as an associate and then a partner in the
firm , Pope, Ballard, Shepard &
Fowlie . Judge Nordberg drew on
his editorial experience from Law
Review after graduation . From
1966-74 he was a member of the
board of editors of the Chicago
Bar Record . During that time , he
served as editor-in-chief of that
publication for two years. Judge
Nordberg has also been active for
thirty years as chairman or member of more than twenty-six
American, Chicago , and Illinois
State Bar Association Committees
in court and trial practice , and
in corporate and local government
areas . He is a lecturer on trial
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practice and on judicial, governmental, and business topics for
the IUinois Institute of Continuing
Legal Education and for other
organizations .
Judge Nordberg has been active
in court reforms for many years
through the Chicago Bar Association . He served as chairman of
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the IUinois Judicial Conference
Committee on Comparative Negligence and as a member of the
Illinois Judicial Conference Committee on Judicial Education . He
is a member of the Illinois Judges
Association and of the American
Judicature Society.

According to Judge Nordberg,
his new position is fascinating
and challenging . " I sometimes
use the expression 'lifetime sentence' as I look at the 400 cases
that I inherited when I was sworn
in," he confesses , but finds the
challenge thoroughly rewarding .

Judge Helen Wilson Nies

f 11 dge Shiro Kasl7iwa

brother under the firm name
Kashiwa & Kashiwa. In 1959 he
took leave from the firm to
become the first Attorney General
of the newly created State of
Hawaii . It was in this position
that he became interested in the
specialized field of governmental
representation and litigation . That
led to his appointment as Assistant Attorney General in charge of
the Land and Natural Resources
Division of the United States
Department of Justice in 1969 . At
that time it was a small division,
but it grew rapidly during the
1970s to accommodate the government's growing involvement in
environmental litigation. The
division represented in litigation

the Department of the Interior
as well as the then newly created
Environmental Protection Agency
and all other agencies with environmental problems . Under the
leadership of Judge Kashiwa , the
division grew to be of major
importance in the Department of
Justice .
In 1972 Judge Kashiwa was
appointed Associate Judge of the
United States Court of Claims .
This court, which was one of the
oldest in the federal judiciary,
had exclusive nationwide jurisdiction of most suits against the
United States in excess of $10,000.
Judge Kashiwa was on the Appellate Division of the Court for over
ten years .

Two judges on new
federal appeals court
are Michigan alumni
On October first a new federal
court, the United States Court
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit,
came into being . The new court
which was created by the "Federal Courts Improvement Act of
1982" resulted from a consolidation of the Court of Claims and
the Court of Customs and Patent
Appeals into a 13th Circuit Court .
Of the twelve judges who sit
on the new court, two are Michigan alumni : Judge Shiro Kashiwa
of the class of 1936 and Judge
Helen Wtlson Nies of the class of
1948. Judge Nies moved to the
new court from the Court of Customs and Patent Appeals to
which she had been appointed in
1980 after having worked in the
Department of Justice and in private practice . Judge Nies was a
partner in the Chicago based firm
of Pattishall, McAuliffe and Hofstetter, then joined the
Washington , D.C. , firm of Howrey & Simon . An expert in patent,
trademark , and copyright law,
Judge Nies has held leadership
posts in that field in the profession and in the American Bar
Association .
After his graduation from the
Law School, Judge Kashiwa practiced law in Honolulu with his
34
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The Law School
in 1953:
a minority perspective
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Michigan Law alumnus (JD '56)
and prominent journalist
Roger W. Wilkins has written a
moving autobiography describing
his life as a middle-class, educated black person confused by
the many mixed messages he
received from his surroundings.
In his book A Man' s Life (New
York: Simon and Schuster, 1982)
Wilkins records the progression
which took him from his boyhood in Grand Rapids to
prominence as assistant attorney
general and as an administrator
for the Ford Foundation, for AID ,
and in the Department of
Commerce.
As the following excerpt from A
Man's Life demonstrates, Wilkins
came to the Law School confused
and distracted from his studies by
questions about race and racism.
Here he gives a bravely frank
account of an important turning
point in his remarkable career.
*

*

*

*

*

Considering my indifferent
academic performance in undergraduate school, I was admitted
to The University of Michigan
Law School with surprising ease .
I took the aptitude test in August
and by the first of September I
was notified that I had been
admitted ....
One day in the first semester, I
was totally confused in a course
that we freshman called "The
Mystery Hour," where the faculty
was experimenting in teaching
Contracts, Equity and Damages in
one huge lump . I had understood
virtually nothing of what went
on in class, so I made an appointment with Professor William B.
Harvey in hopes of clarifying the

36

JloGER
WILKINS

Roger Wilkins in his Law School days.

issues . He listened to my problem
attentively. He was a small, precise man, whose Tennessee accent
had been unaffected by his years
of teaching in the North . He was
also the law school's admissions
officer.
Professor Harvey explained the
essence of what he had been
driving at, but although I paid
close attention, his Southern
accent distracted me . The South
was place I hated and feared and
Southern accents from white faces
made me cringe.
When I had sufficiently comprehended the course material, I expressed my nervousness over the
fact that many people flunked out
of law school after the first year .
" I must have had the lowest
undergraduate average in this
class," I said to Mr. Harvey, fully
expecting to be assured that that
wasn' t the case .
"That's right, Mr. Wilkins ," the
professor replied evenly .
My stomach turned .
" Well, why did you admit me?"
I asked in rage.
With no change in tone the
Tennessean looked at me steadily

and said, " If you had gone to
some other college [Wilkins
attended Michigan as an undergraduate], you surely wouldn't
have gotten in here . But we could
check with your professors and
we had some sense of your extracurricular activities. They all
judged you to have far more academic ability than you displayed,
so we took a chance .
"Now why did we take a
chance?" he continued , accent
unabated .
" Well, it's because we here
think the Negro people in this
country need leaders-welltrained leaders . And we want to
do our part in helping to train
them . So we took a chance on
you . Now that doesn' t mean you
won't have to do the work . You
will. If you don't, you won't stay .
But that's why we took a chance ."
I left his office stunned by this
Tennessee man who was the instrument of the law school's social
conscience-the law school 's
affirmative-action program for
1953. So I worked hard enough to
stay and did far better than I
had done in undergraduate school.
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Branch Rickey:
A Law School all-star
Rare is the applicant who looks
on law school as a retreat from
the pressures of life elsewhere ,
but legendary pres ident of the
Brooklyn Dodgers Branch Rickey
came to Michigan Law School
in 1909 to get the rest then prescribed as the only cure for
tuberculosis and to find himself a
calming, dignified career. Rarer
still is the law student who completes three years of law school in
two , earns an excellent average
and serves on the La w Rev iew .
Branch Rickey is almost surely the
only one who has ever done all
of those things while simultaneously coaching the Michigan
baseball team . This feat may seem
impossible, but it is recorded in
a new biography of Rickey by
Murray Polner (New York : Atheneum, 1982).
The Michigan athletic director
of the day seems to have believed
it impossible . He did not rush to
hire Rickey as coach despite his
previous experience as a major
leaguer and as a coach at Ohio
Wesleyan University . Rickey got
the job only by asking all the
Ohio Wesleyan , Ohio State, and
Michigan alumni he had ever met
to flood the athletic director with
letters on his behalf. They did ,
and Rickey was hired on condition he stop the avalanche of
correspondence.
The law school dean , Harry B.
Hutchins, was also skeptical of
Rickey's ability to combine coaching with carrying an e traordinarily heavy load at the
Law School. He only grudgingly
agreed to let Rickey accept the
coaching position on condition
that he not let his studies slip .
The faculty were to assure
Rickey's unflagging attention to
his casebooks by agreeing to call

Branch Rickey , coach of the varsity baseball team and full -time law student stands in the
center of the back row in this photograph from the Michigensian for 1911 .

on him every day in every class .
How many law students could get
by, let alone excel , under such
conditions?
Despite his outstanding success
in law school, Rickey's attempt
to set up a law firm in Boise,
Idaho after graduation was a disaster. He handled only one case,
soon returning to Ann Arbor and
to coaching.
He went on to become one of
the most vivid , loved, and important figures in the history of
baseball . He virtually invented
the fann system and , by signing
Jackie Robinson to a contract with
the Dodgers, broke baseball's
color line . As this suggests ,
Rickey was at once an humanitarian and an effective pragmatist.
He built the Cardinals into pennant winners by fostering
potential stars and shrewdly trading off those who panned out.
Known as the " brain" of baseball
because he never forgot an average or a player, Rickey spoke a
language rich with biblical quotation and stressed clean living as

much as performance in the field .
In combining concern for social
justice and skill in shrewd dealings, Rickey may by a typical
graduate of the Michigan Law
School, yet how many have gone
from the Law Review to the
dugout?

BRANCH RICKEY
A BIOURAI'H}' BY

MURRAY POl.NER
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Hathaway's
Hideaway?
Casa Dominick?
Campus Inn?
S1 S2 S3 LR?
Our reunion quiz is not supposed to remind you of your
worst moments in law school ,
those times when you looked at
an exam question and had no
idea what it was about, but to
show those who did not attend
the third annual Law Alumni
Reunion and Law Forum that
alumni see the new as well as the
familiar when they return to the
School. Each of these strange
sounding places was the focus of
festive activities at the reunion
this spring .
Hathaway's Hideaway is a polling place for Ann Arbor' s old
second ward that was built in
1901. It was recently converted by
John Hathaway (JD '57) into a
cozy retreat where his twentyfifth reunion class met during
LARLF.
Casa Dominick is another
recent conversion . The pizza restaurant which has long been
popular with law students has
expanded , adding gardens and an
elegant Italian restaurant on a
second floor terrace . Many " Oh's"
and " Urn' s" were heard at the Saturday luncheon for all classes
which was held there .
Campus Inn was the headquarters for the fiftieth reunion class .
At a class dinner there on Friday
evening, those from the class of
'32 were inducted into the University's Emeritus Club .
As for Sl,2, and 3, they are the
depths to which one can now
descend at the Law School. A key
attraction of the weekend for
everyone was a tour of the new
library addition , led with indefatigable wit and enthusiasm by the
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library's director, Professor Beverley Pooley.
At Forum sessions , alumni
chose from a variety of topics currently of concern to lawyers.
Professors Theodore J.
St. Antoine organized an
exchange between a representative of management and one of
labor on current issues in collective bargaining . Professor T.
Ale ander Aleinikoff drew on his
experience in the Department of
Justice to illuminate some of the
complex problems involved in
regulating immigration today.
Professors Sallyanne Payton and
William Pierce bot!). discussed the

I

particular relationship of lawyers
to writing .
At the Lawyer's Sympos ium ,
alumnus Ronald Olson and former University of Michigan
President Robben Fleming
assured attendants tha t they need
not fear that alternative methods
of dispute resolution will supplant lawyer's role in society . Mr.
Olson stressed that effective alternatives rely on the simultaneous
presence of the adversarial model
and the knowledge that parties
can always resort to the courts . In
this instance, all debate and questions were resolved most
amicably over lunch .

Law School a/u11111i1s Ronald Olso11 (left) has recen tl y bee11 reappoint ed as Cl, air111 n11 of
the ABA's Specinl Committee 011 Alternn tive Met /r ods of Dispu te Resolutio11 . He join ed
former University of Michigan President Robben Fle 111i11g in n11111ing n lnwyer's sy 111 posi11 111 011 the topic nt LARLF. Mr. Fleming is tir e Ci, airmnn of th e Nn tio11nl l11stitute for
Conflict Resolution.
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Professor Beverley/ . Pooley led a/11m11i
on a spirited and informative lour of
the new library. (above)

Jazz pia11ist and Professor of M11sic at the
U11iver ity, fames Dapogny got feel
tapping and hands clapping with his renditions of W. C. Handy , Scott Jopli11 ,
a11d Jelly Roll Mor/011. As din11er e11/ertai11me11t, Dapog11y mixed infor111atio11
about the great jazz pia11ists with irresistab/e evide11ce of their appeal . (right)
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